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YEE REPORTS ON TRIP TO CHINA
MISS0ULA--
Finding a graduate of the University of Montana in Beijing is one of many 
memories Dr. Albert H. Yee, dean of the UM School of Education, brought back with 
him after a three-week tour of China. Yee contacted UPI reporter, Aline Mosby, 
through the U.S. Embassy in the capital city of the People's Republic of China 
as she was packing to visit Mongolia en route to her new assignment in Moscow.
Yee went to China as the first American to serve as a distinguished lecturer 
in psychology and education before university audiences and met as a "foreign 
expert" with groups of psychologists, government officials, and educators. His 
lecture tour took him to Nanjing, Shanghai, Hangzhou and Guangzhou after 10 days 
in the nation's capital.
Yee's tour, sponsored by the Academy of Sciences, came eight years after his 
attempt to locate China's psychologists for the American Psychological Association. 
He said that in 1972, the Cultural Revolution was in force and the psychologists 
were especially punished for their "foreign orientation" by the then leaders of 
China, the "Gang of Four," which included Chairman Mao's wife. After three 
frustrating weeks in the winter of 1972, Yee was able to track down only five 
psychologists. The five were not working and were tight-lipped about their 




Throughout the Cultural Revolution, 1966-77, which Yee describes as "one of 
the most suppressive, anti-intellectual, and zenophobic movements against educated 
people," he maintained his correspondence with the psychologists. He also tried to 
work on their behalf with China's liaison office in Washington, D.C.
In 1980, Yee met most of China's 1,000 trained psychologists and hundreds of 
students at seven of the 10 universities he visited.
During his recent tour, Yee revisited Hau Hsu, the former Chinese ambassador 
to the United States, who was just leaving for America to help negotiate an arms 
agreement. The two discussed the greater development of psychological training, 
research and service in China as well as governmental support for a student/scholar 
exchange for the UM.
Leaders of the Academy of Sciences and Chinese Psychological Association held 
a number of banquets in honor of Yee's visit, which was regarded as another step 
in U.S./China cooperation and friendship in psychology and education. Honorary 
faculty and graduate status was accorded him at several universities. He was also 
elected a member of the Chinese Psychological Association, the first foreigner to 
be so honored.
In Beijing Yee presented a model tepee and other gifts from the chief of the 
Blackfeet Indians, Earl Old Person, as a gesture of friendship to the Chinese 
people. The chief and his people had received Professor Ching Chi-cheng, the 
first psychologist from China to visit the United States, just prior to Yee's 
departure for China.
Yee said, 'It was quite thrilling to help Professor Ching explain in Beijing 
the nature of his gifts from the Blackfeet of Montana and the sincere friendship1 
they represented. The gifts have been given to the Beijing University Museum 
and will be carefully prepared for exhibition. What better representation 
of the potential relations that can come about between Montana and China in the 
future, especially for the University?"
-more-
YEE REPORTS— add two
The American Psychological Association has asked Yee to give a presentation 
on "Psychological Developments in the People's Republic of China" at its annual 
convention in Montreal this September.
###
CUTLINE #1
Presiding over the shrine built in his honor is a famous general who 
saved China from invaders during the Sung Dynasty. Dr. Albert Yee, University 
of Montana education dean, visited the tourist attraction in Hangzhou during 
his recent Chinese tour.
#
CUTLINE #2
Yee poses beside a sculpted horse on the road to the Ming Tombs outside 
the capital city of Beijing. The UM dean said many animal sculptures are seen 
along Chinese highways, but no billboards.
#
